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Louise Morris, Gunns20 defendant, named in second lawsuit over forest campaigning in Tasmania
Louise Morris, defendant #8 in the Gunns Ltd lawsuit, lodged a defence in the Tasmanian Supreme Court today in response to a civil lawsuit from Tasmanian based logging company, Harback Logging Pty Ltd that has been brought against her.
Tasmanian forest campaigner and university student Louise Morris was notified by an ABC journalist that Harback Logging P/L had served the writ via a public notice in the Tasmanian newspaper, The Mercury on Saturday, 3 September 2005.

“I was shocked when I found out that I had been sued through a notice in the newspaper.  The first I heard of it was when a journalist called me on my mobile to hear my reaction to being served with another claim,” said Ms Morris.

“This seems to be part of a very worrying trend in Tasmania, in which anyone who speaks out over the logging industry may be sued for doing so,” Ms Morris continued.
 “I intend to vigorously defend myself against the allegations made by Harback Logging Pty Ltd, as I have been in the $6.8 million so-called ‘Gunns20’ lawsuit alongside the 19 other defendants,” Ms Morris concluded.
In December 2004, Gunns Ltd, Australia’s largest export woodchipper, commenced proceedings against 20 defendants in the Victorian Supreme Court (the ‘Gunns20’).
Louise Morris is currently co-ordinating the Forests & Free Speech national tour.  

The tour is spreading the message about the continuing campaign to protect Tasmania’s forests, the Gunns Ltd lawsuit and the growing push for legislative reform to prevent such lawsuits in the future.

For more information, contact Louise Morris on 0408 667 1000

For more information on the Forests & Free Speech national tour, visit:

www.treedomfighters.org.au

