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MEDIA RELEASE
Immediate Release: 18 July 2005

Attn: News Editors; Environment & Political Reporters

Tas forest battle reinvigorated as court rules against Gunns
The campaign to protect the remainder of Tasmania’s old growth forests was given a boost today as Justice Bongiorno struck out the Statement of Claim brought by woodchipping company Gunns Ltd against 20 groups and individuals arising out of the campaign to protect Tasmania’s forests.


While the case will continue with Gunns being ordered to file a “radically rewritten” claim, The Wilderness Society hailed the judgement as a victory.

Spokesperson, for The Wilderness Society, which is the 6th Defendant in the case, Virginia Young said,

This judgement will give forest defenders everywhere a real boost. The judge found that the Statement of Claim against us was “embarrassing” and that it would be “unfair to the defendants to require them to plead to this … Statement of Claim”. 
The judge described the structure of the writ as “unintelligible” and in many parts, as “at best ambiguous and at worst misleading”.
The judge went on to comment that “vague allegations on very significant matters may conceal claims which are merely speculative”.
It is important to remember that what is at stake is the future of Tasmania’s world class forests. While we have been successful in encouraging the Prime Minister and Tasmanian Premier to protect some of key forests, like the case, much more remains to be done.

Ms Young urged people to support both the defendants and the ongoing struggle to protect Tasmania’s ancient forests.

Gunns have been given until 18 August to lodge their new Amended Statement in the multi-million dollar legal case against The Wilderness Society and 19 others (Gunns v Marr & Ors) in the Victorian Supreme Court.
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