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Bob Brown ... court rules Gunns claim was too wide-ranging. (File photo) 
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Court rejects Gunns' claim against 20 activists

A court has thrown out a third attempt by Tasmanian Timber company Gunns Limited to sue a group of 20 environmental activists. 

Timber firm Gunns was seeking to recover almost $7 million in damages from federal and state leaders of the Greens, and from conservationists. 

The company alleged the group had waged a campaign against Gunns, which interfered with profits and disrupted logging operations. 

Justice Bernand Bongiorno struck out Gunns' statement of claim, saying it sought too much against too many people in one proceeding. 

He says Gunns can choose to pursue individuals on specific matters.

Greens leader Bob Brown is pleased with the decision. 

"Descriptions of burdensome, unjust, echoed through the court room," he said.

He says it is a victory for people who have campaigned to save Tasmania's forests.

"Gunns is of course able to come back and make more discreet and specific claims if it wishes to - that hangs over our heads," he said.

"All I can say is I'm very proud to be with the other 19 defendants."

Wilderness Society spokeswoman Virginia Young says the case has been an unjust burden for the defendants for almost two years. 

"It has been a very traumatic journey for all of the defendants in this case, very distressing to have been put before the courts for standing up for Tasmania's forests," she said.
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