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Laws to prevent 'Gunns 20' cases in Canberra
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The ACT has become the first Australian jurisdiction to pass laws that will prevent large companies from going to court to stop public debate on controversial issues.

Greens MLA Deb Foskey introduced the laws which had strong Government support.

The legislation is designed to prevent cases like the so-called Gunns 20, where the Tasmanian logging company Gunns sued a group of environmental activists for damaging its reputation.

Dr Foskey says it is important to protect people who speak out on issues.

"The ACT does have need for a protection where passionate people speak out against planning and we should be able to do that without concern that we will end up in a court facing huge costs that will silence us," he said.

"We are showing the way again to other states and hopefully the Commonwealth so that people will have the right to speak out on issues that they're passionate about."

Attorney-General Simon Corbell says the laws mean private companies that instigate court action with the sole aim of stifling protest can be financially penalised.

"If there is no issue that needs a legal remedy and its simply being used to chill debate then there should be some penalty available to the court and that's what the bill provides for and Government amendments clarify," he said.

