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Conservationists chalk up another win

Conservationists claim another win in the Gunns 20 case. (ABC)

There's been another win for conservationists in the long-running Gunns 20 court case.

The Wilderness Society says Gunns has failed in the Victorian Supreme Court to force it to provide the contact addresses, phone numbers and other details of 128 conservationists.

Gunns had applied for a court order to gain access to database records and other documents, which it claimed were relevant to its case.

After a six-month court battle, the application was dismissed yesterday.

The society's legal co-ordinator, Dr Greg Ogle, says an effort to stifle democracy has been thwarted.

"If companies can sue organisations and get the names of people who may have just signed a postcard or signed a petition or given their name at a stall that really has implications, I think, because it'll make people think twice about doing that stuff, which is just pretty basic democratic behaviour," Dr Ogle said.

The Gunns 20 case began in December 2004 when the timber company sued the Wilderness Society and 19 other people for actions arising out of a forest protest.

The case continues against 12 defendants, with over half the original claims being dropped.

