MEDIA RELEASE
Gunns20 – Five Years On!

Short film about Gunns20 case released!

Call for support in the lead up to trial!
Today marks five years since Gunns Ltd sued 17 individuals and 3 organisations for $6.4 million, beginning the now infamous Gunns20 case.
There are 4 defendants left in the case (Lu Geraghty, Adam Burling, Brian Dimmick and the Huon Valley Environment Centre) which goes to trial on 2 February 2010.

"First we stood up against Gunns to defend the forests near our homes, we won. Now we are standing against Gunns, in the Victorian Supreme Court, to defend free speech and the right to protest. We plan to win this as well," said Adam Burling, Defendant #1

The case has cost Gunns in the order of $3 million dollars.  The costs of the trial alone, which will run for several weeks, will dwarf the $84,000 Gunns specifically claim in losses from the alleged conduct of the remaining defendants. 

One of the remaining defendants, Lu Geragthy, today launched a short film outlining the case.  (available on YouTube)    The film will be part of a drive to enlist all Australian’s who value freedom of speech to support the 4 remaining defendants.  
“For years I stood up for my community which was faced with industrial forestry.  I am now being sued for that.  I will be representing myself in court and call on every Australian who understands the importance of free speech and the right to protest to stand with me and the other defendants.” said Lu Geraghty, Defendant #3
Ms Geraghty is a grandmother of two.  She lives in Lucaston which was the scene of protests in 2003 and 2004 subject of the Gunns20 case.  Ms Geraghty currently works as a packer in a local bakery.  She will represent herself at trial.
For more Information:

www.gunns20.org
Gunns 20 Legal Coordinator, Adam Beeson on 6231 3084 or 0428 217 707.
Friends of Forests and Free Speech raises funds to cover legal fees and associated expenses of defendants to the case as well as giving logistical, administrative and para-legal support to defendants. FOFFS also aims to raise public awareness about the importance, to a healthy and vibrant democracy, of citizens engaging in public participation without fear of litigation.

