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Gunns payout ends case 

ANDREW DARBY 

January 30, 2010 
THE Gunns 20 case against environmental protesters has ended in backdown by the timber company, which will pay the costs of four defendants.

The case began five years ago with Gunns claiming a conspiracy, alleged to have involved Greens leader Bob Brown, 17 others and two groups.

Early statements of claim were thrown out by the Victorian Supreme Court and settlement was reached with many of the high-profile figures, including Senator Brown.

Gunns said the case had cost it $2.8 million so far in legal fees.

It finally ended yesterday when Gunns agreed to pay $155,088 to the Huon Valley Environment Centre and local activists Adam Burling, Lou Geraghty and Brian Dimmick, who protested against the logging of private land near them.

Their case was due to go to trial next Monday.

''This is a commercial decision to avoid the need for a lengthy and expensive court case,'' Gunns company secretary Wayne Chapman said in a statement.

Senator Brown said the pay-off to the last four defendants amounted to utter defeat for the company.

